
 
 
 

Symptoms that need IMMEDIATE  
MA triage 

 
1. Start with the patient’s PCP/MA. 
2. If PCP is unavailable, then get the MA on call. 
3. If she is unavailable, grab any MA. 

 
 

• Chest Pain or pressure, feeling ‘like an elephant is sitting on 
their chest’ 

• Shortness of breath, or any trouble breathing 
• Fainting 
• Slurred speech, facial drooping 
• Sudden problems walking 
• Headache with vomiting or vision changes, or sudden 

onset of severe headache 
• Allergic reaction: facial/lip swelling, tongue swelling, troubles 

breathing (rashes can wait)  
• Swollen leg (one side) with a hard lump - especially if has 

had recent travel where they were sitting for a long time 
(flight, car ride, etc)  

• Concussion  
• Changes in skin color, lips, hands 
• Abdominal Pain 


